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Greetings fellow alum ni! I hope everyoneõs year is off to a positive start and that spring is 

sprouting new flowers and with that new hope for us all.  It is my honor to present the 3 rd 

newsletter of the NRLI Alumni Association. It is possible because of the alumni that 

contributed the articles you read below. If you missed this deadline, you can submit your 

news for the upcoming Fall issue.   

 

I would also like to send a big congratulation to Class IX on their recent graduation! Way 

to go! We are happy to have each of you on board the NRLI alumni network. I had the 

opportunity to  attend graduation again this year (it is always an event not to miss!) and 

introduce this year 's NRLI Leadership Award winner to Temperance Morgan (who was 

selected by the NRLI Alumni Associations  ͍ Board of Directors.   I also had the honor to 

present this yearõs Alumni Award to Stan Bronson from Class II.  He is also featured in the 

article below.  

 

There is still time to help recruit the future fellows of Class X. Applications will be 

accepted until July 1  but early app lications will be given a discounted tuition rate! So 

start recruiting! Check the NRLI website  for more information and an application.  

 

As with seasons, the Board of Directors also changes! I would like welcome our  newest 

members of the Board of Directors, Tom Ostertag (Class IX), Paul Monaghan (Class IX) 

and Ed Dunne (Class VI). We are happy to have you on board! I would like to express my 

gratitude to the Directors who have contributed so much to the Association o ver the 

past 6 years. Wes Wheeler stepped down after 6 years, and served as the Associationõs 

Treasurer for the last 4. Thanks Wes! Also, I would like to thank Bob Tietz from Class VII who 

also participated for  the past 2 years. Thanks  Bob!  

 

With the new directors also come new o fficers. It is my pleasu re to introduce to you the 

new o fficers that serve on the NRLI Alumni Association Board of Directors. Please join me 

in extending congratulations to Bryan Fluech, the Associationõs new President; Dianne 

Hugh es as our new Treasurer, Ed Dunne the new Secretary, and Tom Ostertag as the 

new Annual Meeting Coordinator. Welcome to you all! We look for renewed leadership 

and fresh ideas on how to keep the NRLI network alive! A BIG thanks goes out to Teresa 

Watkins w ho continues to serve as the Associationõs Vice President.  

 

I will continue to serve the Board as Past President of the NRLI Alumni Association as an 

active participant in the Boardõs activities and in the NRLI network. I am thankful that you 

all have all owed me to serve as the President for so long and am so honored to be part 

of such a prestigious group of environmental professionals. This may be my last 

Presidentõs message, but it is not the last time youõll hear from me!  

 

I hope you will enjoy reading  about what the growing community of NRLI  Alumni (now 

177 large!) is doing around the State of Florida to help conserve and manage our 

natural resources. Keep up the GREAT work!  

 

 

 

 

President's Welcome  Deborah Burr , Class IV 

 

The NRLI Alumni 

Association 

Mission is to 

foster effective 

leadership and 

professional 

development, 

provide 

networking 

opportunities, 

enhance the 

NRLI program,  

and promote its        

long -term 

viability.  
 

Spring 2010; Volume 2, Issue I  

http://nrli.ifas.ufl.edu/
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The NRLI Alumni Association has a dues structure of 

twenty -five dollars ($25) annually or one -hundred 

and twenty -five dollars ($125) for a life -time 

membership.  
 
These dues will support the Association in promoting 

alumni interaction with the program thro ugh 

sponsoring òmeet and greetó socials at the various 

seminars around the state.   Funds will also support 

the Associationõs web site and eventual alumni 

directory.   Other suggested ideas have also 

included polo shirts, speaker fees, a reception at 

the ann ual conference, etc.      
 
We encourage each of you to continue in your 

participation with FNRLI through investing your time 

and money in the Association.   I encourage you to 

attend a seminar(s) in your area and to contact 

Board members (or your Class Repr esentative) to 

ask about the latest activities and events.  Don'  

forget to se nd in those dues!   

Make payments to:  
 

FNRLI Alumni Association  

1065 NE Rio Pine Lane 

Jensen Beach, FL   34957 

 

 

 

Don't Forget Your Annual  

NRLI Alumni Dues!  
 

Your NRLI Alumni Board of Directors  
 

President:  Bryan Fluech   Class VIII 

Vice President:  Teresa Watkins  Class VII 

Secretary :  Ed Dunne  Class VI 

Treasurer: Dianne Hughes   Class VIII 

Annual Meeting Coordinator :  Tom Ostertag  Class IX 

Past President :   Deborah Burr  Class IV 
 

DIRECTORS 

Ed Wright  Class VI 

Stan Bronson  Class II 

Hank Vinson  Class VII  

Paul Monaghan  Class IX 

Pat Gostel  Class II 
 

Dr. Burl Long, Alumni Advisor 

 

NRLI is on Facebook  Now!   
  
 
Become a fan! Our Facebook  Page  will 

allow you to get general program updates, 

NRLI session updates and photos, and help 

you to network with other NRLI Alumni.  

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php#!/pages/Gainesville-FL/Florida-Natural-Resources-Leadership-Institute/105293026174791?ref=ts
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Promotion? New business venture? Award?   
 NRLI Alumni want to know!  We would love to include a mention of your 

achievement in the upcoming eNewsletter. Please send your milestone to:                   

communications@fnrli -alumni.org . 

 

The 2009 Walt Reese Environmental 

Conservation Award recipient is an 

energetic and enthusiastic teacher. 

 She uses a wide variety of teaching 

methods including workshops, field 

days, demonstrations, and volunteer 

train ing.   Prior to joining the County 

Extension Office in July of 2000, she 

was an environmental specialist with 

the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection.   During her 

tenure, she has developed a highly 

effective marine science and natural 

resource ed ucational program for 

both youth and adults.   She has been 

instrumental in educating community 

leaders, elected officials, and the 

general public on issues such as 

wetlands, preservation, marine 

ecology, seagrass awareness, stream 

restoration, and watershe d 

stewardship.   Her leadership and 

involvement has resulted in the 

development of numerous public and 

private interagency partners.   She has 

presented at numerous state and 

Chris Verlinde, Class VII   Wins Walt Reese Environmental 

Conservation  Award  Joshua Wilks, Class IX 

 

 

Chris Verlinde  

NRLI Alumni Milestones  

national professional conferences and is an 

active member of many professional 

orga nizations. A dedicated Extension 

professional who has developed a highly 

effective education program, she is a valued 

co -worker and team player, not only locally, 

but across the state and region.   Please join 

me in congratulating the 2009 Walt Reese 

Environmental Conservation Award recipient 

Chris Verlinde, Sea Grant Marine Extension 

Agent UF/IFAS Santa Rosa County Extension !! 

 

 

 

mailto:communications@fnrli-alumni.org
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Congratulations to NRLI Class IX ! Candice Kaswinkel  

Graduation of the Florida Natural Resources 

Leadership Institute, Class IX was held in 

Gainesville on March 18 -20, 2010.  

 

Graduating were Ginger Adair, Natural 

Resources Director Volusia County; Staci 

Braswell, Director of Government Relations 

and Community Affairs, Florida Farm Bureau; 

Adrienne Dessy, Planner, City of Fernandina 

Beach; Scott Dudley, Lobbyist, Florida League 

of Cities; Joy Hazell, Florida Sea Grant Agent, 

Lee County Extension; Jeff Hill, Assistant 

Professor, University of Florida Program in 

Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences in the School 

of Forest Resources and Conservation; 

Christopher Johns, Assistant Manager f or Tater 

Farms in Hastings Florida;  Gregory Lang, 

Director for the Cedar Key Community 

Redevelopment Agency; William Miller, Land 

Use Manager, Southwest Florida Water 

Management District; Paul Monaghan, 

Assistant Professor, University of Florida, 

Departme nt of Agricultural Education and 

Communications, Shenley Neely, Planning 

 Director, Levy County, Robert Northrop, 

Extension Forester in Hillsborough County; 

Tom Ostertag, Listed Species 

Conservation Ecologist, Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Commission, Emily Ott , Legal 

Assistant for McNeal and Yochim, P.L. in 

Gainesville, Florida and Joshua Wilks, 

Watershed Coordinator and Planner for 

the Blackwater River Foundation.  

  

Fellows pre sented results of their 

practicum  at the Hampton Inn -

Downtown and graduation ceremo nies 

were held at the Restaurant Ti Amo! in 

Gainesville.   To read more on Class IX 

practicum presentation please visit the 

NRLI website at   

http://nrli.ifas.ufl.edu/alumni.shtml .  

  

Graduation was well attended by 

leaders from UF IFAS, Food and 

Resources Economics Department, NRLI 

program staff, and NRLI Alumni   

representing all previous NRLI classes.   

The alumni  were pleased to have the 

opportunity to visit with Drs. Roy Carriker 

and Burl Long; previous directors of NRLI. 

Dr. Thomas Obreza, the Interim Associate 

Dean for Extension presented the 15 

graduates with their certificates.  The 

current Director, Dr. Lail a Racevskis, 

presented the Honorary Director's Award 

to Bryan Fluech.  Bryan is an Alumnus 

from Class VIII, a member of the Alumni 

Association Board of Directors and a   

Florida Sea Grant Agent.  

 

(continued next page)  

https://mail.ufl.edu/OWA/redir.aspx?C=91890b3b3fbc45b9b356ccdc968bbc15&URL=http%3a%2f%2fnrli.ifas.ufl.edu%2falumni.shtml
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He was  recognized for his support of t he 

NRLI program through his ongoing efforts in 

compiling and editing the Alumni 

Newsletter and for initiating and organizing 

the first NRLI Regional Alumni Meeting for 

the South Central District.  
 

Dr. Burl Long presented the 4rd Annual Burl 

Long Award to Emily Ott. The Burl Long 

Award is a peer nominated award and 

given to the Fellow considered to have 

learned and changed the most as a   result 

of their participation in NRLI. Deborah  Burr, 

current Alumni Association President, 

presented the Alumni Award to Stan 

Bronson, the Executive Director of the 

Florida Earth Foundation and NRLI Alumnus 

Class II.  Mr. Bronson was recognized for his 

continued support of NRLI though his 

recruitment e fforts and his participation in 

the program. Ms. Burr also presented the 

Outstanding Achievement Award to 

Temperince Morgan, Policy Director for 

Everglades Restoration at the South 

Florida Water Management District for her 

key leadership role in the òRiver of Grass" 

Planning  process.   In addition to the 

annual awards given, a special 

Distinguished Service award was 

presented to Roy Carriker, the founding 

Director of the Florida NRLI program. In 

addition, Dr. Carriker was designated a 

NRLI Alumnus for the Al umni Association.  

  

Congratulations to all fifteen NRLI Class IX 

graduates and to the award 

recipients!  The graduates of Class IX are 

now part of a network of 177  natural 

resource professionals in local 

government, state, and federal 

agencies, agriculture , private industry, 

and academia throughout the State of 

Florida who maintain contact through the 

NRLI Alumni Association.  
 

NRLI Class IX Graduation (Continued  from previous page ) 
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My first introduction to this yearõs Alumni of 

the Year Award winner was when I was a 

Class IV fellow. The NRLI Project Team had 

discussed the NRLI Practicum requirement 

and some examples of past practicum were 

shared. I  remember thinking the examples 

were so impressive , and almost to the point 

of intimidating. Of those examples was the 

Biscayne Bay Signage Project, the 

Everglades Radio Network and a nonprofit 

organization, called the Florida Earth 

Foundation, whose missi on is to bring people 

together through education,  public 

outreach, and facilitation to ensure the 

future integrity of Floridaõs environment and 

quality of life.   

 

Stan Bronson, Executive Director of Florida 

Earth Foundation, is an alumnus of  NRLI Class 

II and is this yearõs NRLI Alumni of the Year 

NRLI Alumni of the Year Award - Stan Bronson   
Deborah Burr, Class IV  

Award.  Stan took what started as a required 

NRLI practicum of the Florida Earth Foundation 

and has continued to promote the 

fundamental concept of NRLI - to work with all 

people to address the natural resources issues 

that face our state.  Today, the Florida Earth 

Foundation serves as a model for addressing 

Floridaõs most critical environmental resource 

issues.   

One of the major functions of the Florida Earth 

Foundation is to educate the public, bringing 

experts together to teach science and policy 

in the natural resource arena. Under Stanõs 

leadership, the Florida Earth Foundation has 

also become a global partner in the effort 

under UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water 

Education.   The reach of Florida Earth is broad 

ð spanning the globe through the use of 

technology such as Facebook and Linkin and 

by building partnerships here in Florida and 

across the Atlantic. If you are not already a 

òfriendó to Florida Earth be sure to add them 

later to in order to stay up to date o n the latest 

happenings!   

 

Stan Bronson has been selected as this yearõs 

NRLI Alumni of the Year Award recipient for 

many reasons. Besides what started as a NRLI  

Practicum and has now grown to a well -

respected global non -profit organization, Stan 

applies NRLI concepts within the issues that the 

Florida Earth Foundation helps to address.  

Stanõs leadership at the FL Earth Foundation 

also serves as a model for future NRLI fellows ð 

whether impressing or intimidating, but in the 

end inspiring them  to make a d ifference in 

conserving Floridaõs natural resources through 

consensus building and educational 

opportunities.  
 



 

 

FNRLI Alumni Association Page 7 of 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The NRLI Leadership Award is awarded 

annually by the NRLI Alumni 

Association to a person who has/is 

best demonstrated leadership and 

service in resolving natural resource 

issues in the State of Florida.  The first 

annual NRLI Leadership Award was 

presented to Richard Pettigrew for his 

work on  the Comprehensive 

Everglades Restoration Plan.  Other 

past award winners include Charles 

Pattison, President of 1000 Friends of 

Florida and Melissa Meeker, Vice 

President of Tetra Tech.  

 

This yearõs NRLI Leadership Award 

recognizes a key leader in the pla n to 

restore one of the worldõs largest 

wetlands, the Florida Everglades.  Ms.  

Temperince Morgan is the Policy 

Director for Everglades restoration at 

the South Florida Water Management 

District.  She has played a key 

leadership role in the River of Grass 

Planning  process, beginning in January 

2009.  This planning process was 

initiated by the South Florida Water 

Management Districtõs decision to help 

restore Floridaõs Everglades. 

 

Her contribution has paved the way 

for a shift in public perception from a 

project that was once heavily 

criticized to one that is now gaining 

support and acceptance.  

Temperince Morgan has promoted the 

Temperince Morgan receives NRLI  

Leadership Award  Nominated by  Ed Wright  Class VI 

  

 
fundamental concepts of NRLI throughout 

her efforts to help restore Floridaõs 

Everglades.  

 

On behalf of the NRLI Alumni Associat ion, 

it is my great pleasure to present the NRLI 

Leadership Award to Ms. Temperince 

Morgan.  

 


